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2026 Thinkers Summit Agenda
Wednesday, August 19
 
	9:30 a.m.
	BUS DEPARTURE: Buses Depart for North Bay

	
12:00 p.m. – 12:30 p.m.
	
Thinkers Driving to the Summit arrive to Canadore College

	
12:30 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.
	
Buses arrive to Canadore College
When you arrive at Canadore College, look for the ThinkOn pop-up banner to pick up your room keys and welcome package. 

A BBQ lunch is served. 
Canadore College Location: 19 College Drive, North Bay, ON
Canadore College Phone No: 705.980.1301 ext. 0


	
1:00 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.
	
BBQ Lunch & Registration
Welcome to the Thinkers Summit! Grab some lunch, get settled in, and enjoy catching up with your fellow Thinkers before the fun begins.

Go ahead and switch into your active wear but keep your 2026 Summit t-shirt tucked away for now. We'll need everyone wearing it later this evening for our official team photo!


	
2:20 p.m.
	
BUS DEPARTURE: Please be on your assigned bus by 2:20 p.m. dressed ready to play some active ice-breakers in the gym. 

What to Wear:
· Running shoes / sneakers
· Clothes in which you can comfortably move
· Water bottle
· Leave your 2026 Summit T-Shirt back at the residences…we’ll save those for later tonight!


	
2:30 p.m.
	
Minute-To-Win-It Showdown
[image: ]Canadore Gymnasium

As we dive into the 2026 Thinkers Summit, this is an opportunity to (finally!) meet one another in person and have some fun along the way. 

What to Wear:
· Running shoes / sneakers
· Clothes in which you can comfortably move
· Water Bottle



	
4:05 p.m.
	
BUS DEPARTURE: Buses will pick you up outside of Canadore College’s main entrance and take you back to the Apartments


	
4:15 p.m.
	
Leisure Time & Freshen Up
[image: ]The Apartments

Need time to unpack, catch up on emails, or take a breather? This is your chance to unwind before we head out for a true Northern tradition: a Fish Fry on Trout Lake!

Please be ready to depart for our next activity at 5:55 p.m. in the lobby of The Apartments sporting your 2026 Summit T-Shirt!


	
6:00 p.m.
	
BUS DEPARTURE: Buses depart for The Cove
[image: ]The Apartments - Lobby


	
6:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
	
Northern Fish Fry
[image: ]The Cove

It’s a blast from the past! Back by popular demand after the inaugural Thinkers Summit in 2022, Bear’s Fish Fry returns with a feast at The Cove, a hidden waterfront gem known mostly to locals. Take a dip, enjoy the lakefront, or try out one of the canoes, kayaks, or paddleboards we’ll have available!

We will be taking a team photo at sunset so please bring your 2026 Summit t-shirt. 

What to Pack:
· 2026 Thinkers Summit T-Shirt
· Comfortable shoes (terrain: beach sand & grass)
· Swimsuits & towels should you want to take a dip or try out a boat
· Sweater or light jacket is recommended as it will get brisk at night.
 

	
9:30 p.m.
	
BUS DEPARTURE: Buses return to Apartments
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Thursday, August 20

	6:45 a.m.
	Thinkers Run Club with Jason George
[image: ]The Apartments Lobby

For anyone looking to start the day with a fitness boost, meet Jason George outside the Canadore Apartments for an early morning run. 
 

	
7:30 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.
	
Breakfast
[image: ]The Common Room & Tents

Hot breakfast will be served. 

Please be finished with your breakfast and ready to board the buses outside of the lobby of The Apartments at 8:30 a.m.


	
8:30 a.m. 
	
BUS DEPARTURE: Buses depart for ThinkOn Workshops

Please meet in the lobby of The Apartments at 8:30 a.m. ready to depart for the day. 

*Note: you will not be returning to The Apartments until after lunch so please plan accordingly.


	
8:35 a.m.
	
Coffee & Drink Station before we get started.
[image: ]Canadore Foyer (outside of Twiggs)





	


9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
	


2026 Thinkers Summit Presentations
[image: ]The Theatre

Opening Plenary Session featuring presentations from the ThinkOn’s Senior Leadership Team. 

*Note: To help us be respectful guests of Canadore College, please refrain from bringing food or drinks into the Theatre.

What to Wear:
· Business casual


	
10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
	
Coffee Break featuring Peter Friedenfeld from Data Sales

Coffee and fruit will be served.


	11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
	Strategy Presentations
[image: ]The Theatre

We will continue our sessions in the theatre.


	
12:15 p.m.
	
Transition to Lunch

	
12:30 p.m.
	
Lunch featuring representatives from our Gold Sponsor HPE
[image: ]100 Elements


	
2:00 p.m.
	
BUS DEPARTURE: Buses return to Apartments
[image: ]The Village


	
2:10 p.m.
	
30-minute Break & Transition Time
Before we head out for the afternoon's Alliance Partner Expo, enjoy some time to refresh and prepare for an exciting evening ahead.
The Expo is the highlight of Thursday's agenda, giving you the chance to meet and engage with the sponsors of the 2026 Thinkers Summit and learn more about our growing partnerships. 

After the Alliance Partner Expo wraps up, we’ll head to the Evening Reception, where everyone can unwind, relax, and enjoy a step back in time.
How to Prepare for the Evening:
· Wear comfortable shoes
· Business casual attire: we will be engaging with Sponsors and members of the community for the rest of the evening. 
· Recommend bringing a sweater or light jacket (we will not be returning to the Apartments until late this evening).
· If you brought any time-travel themed attire, the evening activity is the time to bring it out!


	

2:40 p.m.
	


BUS DEPARTURE: Buses depart for the Alliance Partner Expo

*Reminder: We will be departing for dinner straight from the Alliance Partner Expo so please plan accordingly.

What to Wear:
· Comfortable shoes
· Smart business casual attire 
· Sweater or light jacket 


	
3:00 p.m. – 5:45 p.m.
	ThinkOn’s Alliance Partner Expo. 
[image: ]Commerce Court

The 2026 Thinkers Summit is made possible in part through the generous support of our valued vendors and alliance partners, including Everpure, Veeam, Abacus Hardware, HPE, Data Sales, Insightful Growth Strategies, NetApp, ARC Equipment & Network, Commvault, Dell, Cohesity, Park Place Technologies, Megaport, and Townsend Networks.

The Alliance Partner Expo is your opportunity to connect with representatives from these organizations, learn more about the solutions and expertise they bring to our ecosystem, and gain insight into the partnerships that support ThinkOn's continued growth and success.

You are encouraged to visit each booth, engage in conversation, and thank our partners for their ongoing support of the 2026 Thinkers Summit.

What to Wear:
· Smart business casual

*Note: We will be departing directly from the Alliance Partner Expo to the Evening Reception. Please be ready to board the buses at 6:00 p.m. outside of Commerce Court. 


	

6:00 p.m.
	
BUS DEPARTURE: Buses depart for Evening Reception
[image: ]Commerce Court


	

6:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
	
Evening Reception
[image: ]Black Saddle Barn

Throughout the 2026 Thinkers Summit, our team will be exploring ThinkOn’s strategy through the lens of time travel, looking back at where we’ve come from and forward to where we’re headed. As a nod to that theme, we are thrilled to invite you to our Back-to-the-Future themed Evening Reception at the stunning Black Saddle Barn in Callander, Ontario.
This is a wonderful opportunity to unwind, connect, and build relationships with our sponsors and North Bay partners in a truly memorable setting.

What to Wear:
· Smart business casual 
· Your dancing shoes ;)
· Sweater and light jacket 


	
9:30 p.m.
	
BUS DEPARTURE: Buses return to Apartments
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Friday, August 21

	6:45 a.m.
	Thinkers Run Club with Jason George
[image: ]The Apartments Lobby

Once again, for anyone looking to start the day with a fitness boost, meet Jason George outside the Canadore Apartments for an early morning run. 
 

	
7:30 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.
	
Breakfast
[image: ]The Common Room & Tents

Hot breakfast will be served. 

Please be finished with your breakfast and ready to board the buses outside of the lobby of The Apartments at 8:30 a.m.


	
8:30 a.m. 
	
BUS DEPARTURE: Buses depart for ThinkOn Workshops

Please meet in the lobby of The Apartments at 8:30 a.m. ready to depart for the day. 

*Note: you will not be returning to The Apartments until after lunch so please plan accordingly.


	
8:35 a.m.
	
Coffee & Drink Station before we get started.
[image: ]Canadore Foyer (outside of Twiggs)


	
9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
	
2026 Thinkers Summit Presentations Continue
[image: ]The Theatre

The exploration of ThinkOn’s strategy continues. 

Again, to help us be respectful guests of Canadore College, please refrain from bringing food or drinks into the Theatre.


	
10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
	
Coffee Break featuring Peter Friedenfeld from Data Sales

Coffee and fruit will be served.



	
11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
	
Platinum Sponsor Panel Discussion
[image: ]The Theatre

Join our Platinum Sponsors, Everpure and Veeam, for a panel discussion exploring the strength of our partnerships and the opportunities they create for ThinkOn, our customers, and our future growth. The discussion will be moderated by our Chief Strategy Officer, John Dathan.


	
12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
	
Lunch & Thinker Feedback Session
[image: ]100 Elements

We want to hear from you. During lunch, we'll be gathering feedback on your experience at ThinkOn and collecting questions for our leadership team. This is your opportunity to share what's working well, where we can improve, and what's top of mind for you.

Consider:
· What are we doing well?
· Where could we do better?
· What would you like to learn more about?
· What questions would you like our leadership team to address?


	
2:15 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.
	
Q&A and Open Discussion with the Senior Leadership Team
[image: ]The Theatre

Drawing on the questions and feedback gathered during lunch, this open forum provides an opportunity for candid conversation and Q&A with members of our Senior Leadership Team. The discussion will be moderated by our Chief Strategy Officer, John Dathan. 


	

3:25 p.m.
	
BUS DEPARTURE: Buses return to Apartments
[image: ]The Village

Please meet the buses in front of Canadore’s campus.


	3:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
	Free Time
[image: ]The Apartments

Take some time to unwind and recharge before we come together again for an evening of celebration and connection.

Please be ready to depart for our next activity, our closing dinner, at 
6:30 p.m. in the lobby of The Apartments.




	
6:30 p.m.
	
BUS DEPARTURE: Buses Depart for Closing Dinner

	6:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
	Closing Dinner 
[image: ]The Boat

For our final night together, we will be dining on the shores of beautiful Lake Nipissing and catch the northern sunset. 

What to Pack:
· Business casual
· Recommend bringing comfortable shoes, pants and a warm sweater / jacket.


	
9:30 p.m. – midnight
	
North Bay Block Party

After critical acclaim, the City of North Bay has extended its annual all-ages Bay Block Party in downtown North Bay. With active participation from local musicians, breweries, food vendors, artisans, and family-friendly activities, Bay Block Party fosters a vibrant and safe downtown atmosphere, celebrates local businesses, and supports the community.

You and your fellow Thinkers are free to roam, explore, and soak up the live music and local flavour North Bay has to offer.

Shuttle buses will run between the Apartments and the Block Party every 30 minutes until midnight, so hop on whenever suits you. If you choose to stay out past midnight, you'll be responsible for getting yourself back to the Apartments. Please note: Uber is not available in North Bay but taxis can be called at 705-497-7777.

A friendly heads up: you may want to bring your wallet, as any food or drinks at the Block Party will be on you (though you'll already have enjoyed several drinks on us from dinner beforehand!).
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Saturday, August 22


	8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
	Thinkers pack the buses and return room key-tags.
We hope you've enjoyed your time at the 2026 Thinkers Summit and are leaving with great memories, new connections, and fresh inspiration. If you're travelling by bus, please load your luggage before departure. Grab-and-go breakfasts and lunches will be available to take with you on your journey home.
A few reminders:

*Please make sure to return your room key-tags before departing. A box will be collecting them in the Apartments Lobby.


	
9:00 a.m.
	
BUS DEPARTURE: Buses depart for Toronto and Ottawa

Thinkers travelling by car may depart at their convenience, provided they have checked out of their accommodations by 11:00 a.m.


	
12:30 p.m.
	
Buses estimated arrival in Toronto and Ottawa.
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